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Romeo and Juliet, the movie represents one of Shakespeare’s plays. Like most of Shakespeare’s plays, irony is embedded in the plot. While the Montagues and the Capulets are rivals, the only daughter of the Montagues and the only son of the Capulets fall in love with each other like no couple has ever loved. Their love developed in a very short time and led to their death and the reconciliation of the two families. 
The irony continues in the climax of the story begins when the priest sends a letter to Romeo informing him about the death plan of Juliet to escape her marriage. The climax continues when Romeo hugs Juliet on the bed and drinks the poison as she tries to reach him. Being a drama, the plot has both comic and tragic scenes. The climax of the story proved to be far more tragic than is expected, as if blood needed to be shed for the two families to reconcile.  
I think that the story lost some of its value when it was filmed in the modern world, modern Verona in the 1996 version of the movie. The love of Romeo and Juliet that is supposed to be Platonic and that is far from reason does not match the type of love of the modern world. During Shakespeare’s time, love was considered more pure and innocent, and Romeo and Juliet represent this form of love. With the scratching wheels of the cars of the modern life and the city’s buzz, the setting does not match the plot. In addition to that, the Shakespearean prose does not seem to match the setting.
Leo (1997) does not perceive R&J (1996) as the best movie version, but it’s one that departs from the norm. Similar to what I discussed above, Leo considers the opening scene of Romeo and Juliet where the Capulet and the Montague boys have a confrontation very awkward with respect to what R& J represented in the times of Shakespeare. He also considers that modernizing the movie is somehow strange. Leo also thinks that the cinematography of R&J delivers lots of style but little substance. 
On the other hand, Chaitram (2001) considers R&J (1996) version an up to date and trendy re-telling of the classical love story of Shakespeare. Chaitram believes that Baz Luhrmann the director of the movie insisted on using the original version of the Shakespearean prose assuming that the audience should be familiar with the text so that he focuses on the visuals of the movie. Chairtman also stresses on the fast pace of the movie that reflects that short-lived love story of Romeo and Juliet. Therefore, Chairtman strongly approves of this modernized piece of Shakespeare’s work as if his stories continue to survive in the modern world. 
Likewise, Julian Lim considers Romeo & Juliet (1996) to be a blast that is full of invention and a text that is full of energy. However, Lim emphasizes the clumsiness that was created in Shakespeare’s text where the characters use caricature accents and sometimes shout the verses. Moreover, Lim criticizes the hip music that was included in the movie and was distracting to the audience.
Finally, movie reviews are relative to the reviewer’s interests and perceptions of the scenes and the plot. As readers, we need not to be compelled by the critics’ opinions because it remains their perception and not ours.
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