Social Media Use in Higher Education
FACULTY INFORMED CONSENT FORM 

RESEARCH PROCEDURES
This research study explores the use of social media (Twitter, Facebook, blogs, YouTube, wikis, Flickr, etc.) by faculty members at GMU. Mainly the study investigates the instructional strategies that faculty implement through social media and examines the faculty perspective on the effectiveness of these strategies in enhancing student learning. In addition the study explores students' perceptions on the use of social media in their courses and their perspectives on how it impacts their learning. If you agree to participate, you will be asked to participate in a 45-60 minute audio-taped interview.
RISKS
There are no foreseeable risks for participating in this research.
BENEFITS
There are no benefits to you as a participant other than to further research in how faculty are using social media effectively.

CONFIDENTIALITY
The data in this study will be confidential. No names will be included in the study and only the researchers will have access to the study data. Audio recordings will be transcribed on the researcher's personal computer and stored under a password protected folder. Recordings will be deleted after the transcriptions are conducted. Data from the student online survey can only be accessed with the researcher's username and password. Therefore, they will be stored confidentially
PARTICIPATION
Your participation is voluntary, and you may withdraw from the study at any time and for any reason. If you decide not to participate or if you withdraw from the study, there is no penalty or loss of benefits to which you are otherwise entitled. There are no costs to you or any other party. 

CONTACT
This research is being conducted by Dr. Nada Dabbagh, Professor, Instructional Technology, College of Education & Human Development at George Mason University, and by Ghania Zgheib, Doctoral student, CEHD at GMU.  Dr. Dabbagh may be reached at (703) 993-4439 and Ghania may be reached at (703)993-5352 for questions or to report a research-related problem. You may contact the George Mason University Office of Research Integrity & Assurance at 703-993-4121 if you have questions or comments regarding your rights as a participant in the research.

This research has been reviewed according to George Mason University procedures governing your participation in this research. 

CONSENT
I have read this form and agree to participate in this study.

__________________________
Name
__________________________
Date of Signature 
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